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THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ALBANY, 
INDIANA HELD A MEETING IN THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING 
ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 2006.       
 
The meeting of the New Albany City Council was called to order by President Jeff 
Gahan at 7:31 pm.  The meeting opened with the Lord’s Prayer and the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members Mr. Coffey, Mr. Schmidt, Mr. Price, Mr. 
Kochert, Ms. Crump, Mr. Blevins, Mr. Messer, Mr. Seabrook, and President Jeff Gahan.   
 
OTHERS: City Attorney Shane Gibson and City Clerk Marcey Wisman. 
 
ALSO: John Rosenbarger, Adam Dickey, Scott Wood, Planning and Zoning, Brian 
Dixon, EMC, Paul Wheatley, Economic Development Director, Tony Toran, Director of 
City Operations and Mayor James E. Garner, Sr. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
APPROVAL OR CORRECTION OF THE FOLLOWING MINUTES: 
 
Mr. Blevins moved to approve the Common Council meeting minutes and Public 
Hearing minutes of January 9, 2006 as corrected, Mr. Messer second, all voted in 
favor. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC: 
 
Chad McCormick, FSMS, addressed the board regarding the summary for what is 
happening in the SWAC meetings and an Ordinance for their review that will be on the 
agenda for their next meeting.  He explained the three ordinances that need to be passed 
for the Stormwater project.  He stated that the SWAC meeting will be next Monday at 
6:15 p.m. to discuss the construction ordinance and invited them to attend. 
 
Mr. Coffey asked if they keep meeting minutes. 
 
Mr. McCormick stated that they do not because they like to keep it informal, but they 
could if they would like. 
 
Mr. Coffey asked if there was still money being taken out of the sewers for employees 
that are still paying drainage employees. 
 
There was a lengthy discussion regarding why sewers are still funding drainage and 
whether or not the funding is available.  The complete conversation can be heard on 
the tape in the City Clerk’s office. 
 
Joe Davidson, 4716 Grant Line Road, addressed the construction on Grant Line Road 
and wanted to know if they are going to put in a new sewer line to alleviate some of the 
water fall. 
 
Mr. Seabrook replied that his understanding at the meeting that the development he is 
talking about is on hold right now because they are doing an evaluation of the lines. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OFFICIALS: 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – MAYOR: 
 
Mayor Garner addressed the council regarding the legislative session that he attended in 
Indianapolis.  He stated that when they hear how the bills come out of committee they 
will inform the council. 
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Mr. Seabrook wanted to confirm for the public that in a meeting back in August we 
were promised a significant number of sewer credits to be coming soon.  
 
Mr. Schmidt stated that he plans to pass out to the council at the next meeting the 
information he received. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
 
Sewer Board 

- Mark Seabrook 
- Larry Kochert 

 
Plan Commission 

- Beverly Crump 
 
Redevelopment Commission 

- Jack Messer 
- Steve Price 

 
Caesar’s Foundation Board 

- Beverly Crump 
- Mark Seabrook 

 
Solid Waste Board 

- Dan Coffey 
 
Building Authority 

- Bill Schmidt 
 
Zoning Appeals Board 

- Dan Riggs 
 
Sittag & Kipda 

- Letty Walters 
 
Mr. Gahan stated that he came up with these appointments and he wanted to spread 
them around so that everyone could get a chance to serve on the different boards. 
 
Mr. Schmidt asked Mr. Gahan if Mr. Coffey contacted him to serve on the Solid Waste 
Board. 
 
Mr. Gahan replied that he did not. 
 
Mr. Schmidt asked Mr. Gahan what he based his decision on for that appointment. 
 
Mr. Gahan replied that he wanted to rotate the appointments so that everyone has an 
opportunity to serve on various boards and commissions. 
 
Mr. Schmidt stated that he has worked and served on the Solid Waste Board since it was 
founded and is also a member of the Trash Force Organization.  He explained that the 
Trash Force worked hard to support the set-up of the Floyd County Solid Waste Board.  
He added that he was asked to serve as the 2006 president of the Solid Waste Board, 
which he responded that he would be glad to serve as the 2006 president.  He stated that 
he was nominated for that position on this past Tuesday and asked Mr. Gahan if he was 
going to go tell the board that he didn’t want to reappoint him to the board. 
 
Mr. Gahan asked Mr. Schmidt why he as just telling him that this evening. 
 
Mr. Schmidt stated that he has been in Indianapolis and just got back this evening.   
 
Mr. Gahan asked if it was a lifetime appointment when he was took it. 
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Mr. Schmidt replied that he held the appointment every year. 
 
Mr. Gahan stated that by ordinance it is a one year appointment and told Mr. Schmidt 
that he felt like he was being put on the spot by him.  He decided that the appointment 
would stay with Mr. Coffey serving. 
 
Mr. Blevins made a motion to vote on the appointments as a slate, Mr. Messer 
second, Mr. Coffey abstained, Mr. Schmidt voted nay, all others voted in favor. 
 
Mr. Coffey stated that he thought BZA was a two year appointment. 
 
Mr. Gahan stated that there is a blank form in the packet for the members to fill in what 
committees they would like to be on.  He added that he would like to accommodate 
everyone’s wishes on this but can’t always do so.  He then read over the committees from 
last year. 
 
Mr. Coffey made a motion that everyone stay on the standing committees as they 
were last year, Ms. Crump second, all voted in favor except Mr. Schmidt who voted 
nay. 
 
APPROVAL OF CF-1 FORMS: 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:  READING 
 
G-06-01 An Ordinance Establishing Fees for Certain Animal  Kochert 2&3 
  Control Services. 
 
Mr. Kochert introduced G-06-01 and motioned for the second and third readings by 
title only, Mr. Seabrook second, all voted in favor.  Bill G-06-01 became Ordinance 
G-06-02.  
 
Z-06-01 Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of New Crump 2&3 
  Albany, Indiana Title XV, Chapter 156 (Docket  
  P-20-05: Charlestown Crossing. LLC – Matthew’s 
  Center) 
 
Ms. Crump introduced Z-06-01 and motioned for the second and third readings by 
title only, Mr. Coffey second, all voted in favor with the exception of Ms. Crump 
who abstained.  Bill Z-06-01 became Ordinance Z-06-03.  
 
Ms. Crump brought it to the attention of the council that the exercise business in 
Matthew’s Center has already opened. 
 
Brent Jacobs from the McCartin Company stated that he did not realize that the business 
opened without their knowledge. 
 
Mr. Kochert asked if this business has received its permit of occupancy. 
 
Mayor Garner stated that would come from the building commissioner after they do 
their final inspection. 
 
Mr. Seabrook commented that we have rules and he would certainly encourage that they 
be followed because he does not like doing this repeatedly. 
 
Mr. Jacobs stated that they are not encouraging it and will try to keep a tighter rein on it. 
 
Z-06-02 Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of New Crump 2&3 
  Albany, Indiana Title XV, Chapter 156 (Docket  
  P-19-05: DSD Development, LLC) 
 
Ms. Crump introduced Z-06-02 and motioned for the second and third readings by 
title only, Mr. Messer second, Mr. Coffey, Mr. Schmidt, Mr. Price, Mr. Kochert and 
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Mr. Blevins voted nay and Ms. Crump, Mr. Messer, Mr. Seabrook and Mr. Gahan 
voted aye.  Bill Z-06-02 failed with a vote of 5 nays and 4 ayes.  
 
There was a lengthy discussion regarding the 1 to 1 ½ parking spaces per unit and 
whether or not this was appropriate in the area.  There were also questions as to the 
added traffic on Grant Line Road. 
 
Mr. Coffey asked Ms. Wisman to look up the Fire Department Hiring Procedure 
Ordinance. 
 
ADJOURN: 
 
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 

 
______________________________ 
Jeff Gahan, President  
Common Council, City of New Albany 

 
 
ATTEST:___________________________   

    Marcey J. Wisman, City Clerk   
 
 


